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The Art of Restoration Octobes 2008

Dear Lori,

This quarter we'll explore the "arlisic” side of the aulto body repair indwsiry.

It's always fun to watch custom car builders put tog works of art on lelevision. What they
den't show you may nel be a3 g. butitcan p a reglity check for you to any thoughts
you may have of breathing new Iife inta un "old friend”. You know. The one that has been sifing In your
garage or under a cover in the back yard for several years, waiting to become"collectible.

Collision repair technici are o si lar group of i who carry technical skills thal most
vocatlonal fraining centers anly bugin te Infraduce them too. The men and women who have the talent
to intain a ful career in collision repair possess a unique combination of arfistic ability and
technical proficiency thal largely goes vnnoliced. After all, the best i repairs, when comp! .
leave [ifle or no avidence of aver having been pedormead In the first place.

Restoration and customn work It a complately diferant faceat of our indusiry. For the repalr facllifies that
consent to this type of work: the relafionship hefween rhe shop and Ihe vehicle owner must be
umblished In advance in order fo avold rr later. E ting the cost of these kinds of
projecks in ad Is impraclical. Labor and malerials is vsually handled on a "pay as you go” basis
and vehicle owners shovld be prepared for the unexpected. Many limes repair facilities leave the
customer feeling as though they [the shop] misreprasented themselves. The shop Is often ramiss in the
explanalion of the restorafion process and the mulfitude of unlofeseen issues thal can and vsually do

manifest themselves along the way. From hidden g during y and the

stipping-off of the old palint, o parts fabrication due foo a p part na longer belng ovulloble ar
a client request for o one-of-a-kind customizalion. Pulting cl pnce on this type of work will not be found
In any asfimating dalabate and clienk nead to be prepared In for the very Ive nature

of the journey they are aboul o embark vpon.

Maost of whol we u{e- exposed loo on some of the popular television shows presents custom and
ject in an iting format that resulls in an impressive before ond ofter scenario with
some dmmo sprinkled in between. The fact of the mafter is, none of it is as easy as it looks. It lakes
hu ndleds or, in some cases, thousands of hours of labor p by teams of
to pi the rasults witnassed on thase shows.

In reality, depending on the scope of the project if may take menths or years to complete what seems
Ilk.e takes only a fraction onhu[hme on television. What may be bwilt by o team of 10 or more

on Is the Ibllity of one repair tech and ane refinish tech Ina
standard shop environment. In addifion fo building your dream, these individuals also need to make a
living. In the amount of lime it might take to fabricate and finish seme rust-through demage in the
fender of a 1955 Ch lel, an ge repalr techniclan could probably have leted wo or thres
production repairs that would yield him more take home pay than that previously mentioned rust
repair.

From a customners perzpective, thay may fesl they are paying a lot of money and teeing painstakingly
slow progress being made on their project. From a technicians point of view the restorafion work
||wo|\rﬂ a complelely different mind- ie! apar from dcnl\-I production type work. Only a handful of

are ble of shiffing b the y-line frame of mind to the artisfic
side they need to have in order o complete a restoration project.

As with most arfists; when above average restoration work is completed, the technician is vsually the
hardest Individual to satisty. Notfrom a financial parspechive, but fram a criical paint of view. Any
attempt te put a price on a quality restoration will almost always shorfchange the craftsman. Value for
the vehicle owner comes from possessing a plece of uulomoﬂ\re hlsrcry or a unigue, custom-modified
auvlomolive work of art. Properly and effectively compl .a il bile or

shovld last for years. Todays lechnelogy in the hands al qu uilﬁed technicians canresult in @ ﬁnlshed
prajectin batter condition than when It was new.

Following this aricle are some photlas of a recent project Criswell Collision Center has been Invalved
with. i you would like lo explore other areas of the "arislic” side of collision repair, fry a few of these links:

White Post Restoralions
“Big Daddy" Ed Roft
George Barris Customs
Cordially,

Kevin Marvin
Criswall Collision Canter
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